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Compiled and distributed by the Arcadian Residents and Ratepayers Association
This newsletter is a community effort. Please assist with any articles, photos or letters that can make our newsletter interesting as well as
representative of the broader interests of the residents. Articles and letters can be sent to rcolesky@icon.co.za.
Please access this site at www.arra.co.za and give us some feedback and ideas.

A word of thanks from ARRA!

The Chairperson of the Arcadia Residents & Ratepayers Association, Linda Tyrrell, would like to thank, on behalf of the ARRA Committee
and all the residents of Arcadia, Tshepo and Lesego Malatjie who have graciously donated an amount of R10 000 to assist ARRA in its
endeavours in Arcadia. The Malatjie’s who reside in Thomas Avenue, have only been living in Arcadia for a few years but expressed a desire
to contribute towards ARRA, in recognition of the work being done in preserving the “Arcadian” way of life. Considering the annual
subscription fee to ARRA is only R100 p.a, this is an incredibly generous donation and will be put to good use by ARRA in its fight to
keep Arcadia special!
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By Fanus Boshoff
Number 181 Beckett Street is now a private home. But, it
has a romantic history. According to existing documentation
the property was registered for the first time in 1896. The
pump house was built by Johann Rissik shortly afterwards
in a Victorian industrial architectural style, pumping water
from the fountains to the Meintjieskop reservoir.
The pump was removed from the main building in the
sixties to the underground building outside, leaving the
main building to be used by small church groups, karate
classes and the boy scouts.
The property was bought from the City council
in 1994, and partially restored for residential use. In
October 1999 Mr Fanus Boshoff and his partner, Susan,
“found” and bought the “pumphouse”. Apart from
living there, Susan has been running her Psychological
practice from the house, and Fanus has established his
stained glass studio there, designing, manufacturing
and restoring stained glass windows from across
Southern Africa.
Local Commissions undertaken by Fanus
include The St. Augustine Church in Silverton,
The St.Columba rose window in Voortrekker Rd.
Gezina, The Papal Nuncio’s Chapel, restoration
of the Tudor Chambers on Church square.
Other Commissions include The Regina Mundi
Church in Soweto, Bryanston Catholic Church,
The Morningside Catholic Church, the

restoration of the Maputo Cathedral and many more.
Many of these commissions were done with the help of
the very talented, fellow Arcadian Painter and artist Hettie
Pullenger.
Fanus Boshoff : fanus@artglass.co.za
www.artglass.co.za : 083 4489 408

Work from home? No Problem

by Natalie
Swanepoel

There
is
some
confusion
amongst Arcadia
residents
about
ARRA’s stance on
the rezoning of
residential properties
to businesses. As a
rule ARRA opposes
such
applications
and this makes some
residents who work
from a home office feel
uncomfortable.
What should be
made clear is that
ARRA has no objection
to Arcadia residents
working from home as
long as it is their home,
that is, if you live there
as well. What the Urban

Planning and Development Committee objects to is the
rezoning of properties to be used only for business purposes
– when all rooms are turned into office space. Currently
there are five properties in the area north of Church Street
that are used solely as offices.
But why do we object to this usage? Put simply a high
incidence of rezoning of residences for businesses has the
potential to dramatically alter the character of an area, as we
have seen over the last 20 years both in Hatfield and in the
area of Arcadia that falls below Church Street.
The neighbourhood can be affected in a number of ways.
First, if a house is used solely as an office it invariably stands
empty at night. The tenants or owners lock up at the end
of the day and go to their own homes that may be on the
other side of the city. This means that the potential for
crime increases exponentially. Once you have a number of
properties standing empty at night, crime enterprise within
an area becomes more organised and regular. If you live next
to such a property you are also more vulnerable as there
may now be an easier access route onto your property than
if you had a residential neighbour. Whether or not you are
surrounded by residences on all sides may also impact on
your insurance rates.
Second, a common feature of such business properties
is that often not enough consideration has been given to

parking requirements. By law, every
100m2 of office space should be
serviced by 4 parking spaces. If enough
parking is not provided, customers
may have to park on the pavement. If
parking is provided it may be as a result
of “paving paradise” that is, concreting
the garden of the house in order to turn
it into a parking lot.
Third, and perhaps most importantly,
a high ratio of turning houses into
offices in a residential area tends to sap
neighbourhood energy. It increases the
number of people who spend time here
during the day but, because they don’t
live here, may not feel as invested in the
area as the residents do. Arcadia is merely
the place where they spend the hours
from 8am – 4 pm, it is not their home.
Arcadia residents should keep their eyes
peeled for similar houses being used only
as offices and being vacated at night and
please report incidences to Adie Vienings
at adie@waterconcepts.co.za or call her on
071 897 6633.

News on Tiny Town II

by Natalie Swanepoel
As ARRA members
are no doubt already
aware, members of the
ARRA Urban Planning
sub-committee have been
involved in talks with the
architects and heritage
consultant for the developers
who wish to develop the
plot of land next to Tiny
Town alongside the Union
Buildings on Church Street.
The planned development –
Tiny Town II – will have 129
units. During the consultation

process ARRA raised concerns about whether or not the
modernist design of the development will adversely detract
from the historic character of the Union Buildings and
their gardens; the high density nature of the development
in contradiction to the plan to keep the area above Church
Street low-density; and the impact that this development
will have on the overall streetscape as it is larger and taller
than any other buildings on the northern side of Church
Street.
These concerns remain but the members of the Urban
Planning sub-committee have, in consultation with the
architects arrived at some agreements about the appearance
of the development including that no parking should be
visible from Church Street as well as a staggered elevation
on the Church Street side. It is hoped that trees will be
planted to provide a barrier between the Union Buildings’

garden and the development which will
have parking on the ground floor. The
complex rules should prevent occupants
from hanging laundry and so on over the
balconies on the side overlooking the Union
Buildings but this is something that we, as
people who visit and enjoy the gardens, will
have to keep an eye on.
The size of this development is sure to
have both positive and negative impacts on
that stretch of Church Street. We encourage
residents to let us know what these are so
that we can seek to mitigate any negative
consequences, for example, the need for traffic
control measures, through the appropriate
channels.

Shocking Municipal Rates
Increases to hit Pretoria East

The Tshwane metro has
announced its intended rates
and services increases it wishes
to implement from 1 July 2012.
These increases are shocking
as they are among the highest
increases in the country. This is one
of the clearest indicators yet that all
is not well with the municipality’s
finances and that it is desperately
trying to raise more revenues.
The increases proposed, are as
follows:
Property rates		
12%
12%
Sanitation		
Solid waste		
25%
Water			10%
12%
Electricity		
The tariff for Residential Properties
(from 1 July 2012) for the budget year
2012/2013 is 1,354 cents in the Rand.
				
Example of a residential property of
R1 500 000:
Property value: R1 500 000 less
R50 000 (R15 000 impermissible value
according to the act plus a further R35
000 reduction of the market value of the
property) x 1,354c less 35% divided by
12 = R1 063.45 per month.

Tshwane Rates Increases Compared to Other Municipalities
Tshwane
JHB
Ekurhuleni
Cape Town
eThekwini
Nelson
						Mandela
Electric.
11%
11,03%
12%
14%
11,03%
11%
Water
10%
14,5%
11,3%
15%
12,5%
13%
Rates
12%
6%
7,5%
8%
6,5%
13%
Waste
25%
6,7%
15%
6,7%
7%
13%
Residential properties of pensioners, physically and mentally
disabled.
• A maximum rebate of 50% will be granted, subject to the
total gross income of the applicant and/or his/her spouse, if
any, does not exceed the amount equal to twice the annual
state pension.
• A maximum total rebate of 40% will be granted subject
to joint income of the applicant and/or his/her spouse, if
any, that is more than twice
the annual state pension,
but not to exceed R107 100
(increased by 6% from R100
980) for a financial year
• The rateable property must
be occupied only by applicant
and his/her spouse, if any,
and by dependants without
income.
• Proof must be provided.
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Unfortunately the metro appears to be is targeting
overburdened consumers to fit the bill for its
inability to manage its finances properly. This
during trying economic times when Eskom and
fuel increases have already crippled residents’
cash flow making it even more difficult to afford
municipal services.
Source: DA Special Information Bulletin April 2012

E-WASTE DAY A
GREAT SUCCESS!
By Recycling Rita
Thank you to everybody who ransacked homes for
dysfunctional electrical appliances and other e-waste and
took everything to Arcadia Primary School on Saturday 3
March. Tremendous response from Arcadian residents and
the general public resulted in a choc-a-block truck that
weighed in at five-and-a-half tons! Items will be repaired, if
possible, otherwise they will be dismantled and disposed of
in a responsible way.
Why is it necessary to prevent electrical appliances and
other e-waste from ending up in landfills?
When e-waste ends up landfills, or recycled incorrectly,
toxic substances contaminate the dump and toxic gases are
released into the air and environment. This could be harmful
to all forms of life.
Thank you to Mr. Sid Viljoen of Arcadia Primary for
making the “lower field” available as a dumping ground
and to Jonas, who directed cars from Schoeman street. And
of course a big word of thanks to Didier, Sello and Eric of
Wasteplan who responded when Recycling Rita asked what
to do with e-waste.
Many people expressed their delight at the project and
asked for a repeat of this soon. Arrangements were also
made to collect, later in the week, from companies who

contacted the organisers saying they
did not have the necessary transport
to convey heavy or bulky items or who
could not manage to dump on the day.
Never leave e-waste on the kerb
without arranging a special “home
collection” as items may end up with
informal recyclers who may not realise
that appliances have been discarded
because they no longer work.
The photograph below illustrates the
“home collection” of heavy microwaves
and other items that were dropped off
at my house which I could not fit into
my car and were picked up after the
event.
In the meantime, keep used batteries, old
cell phones, dysfunctional irons, hairdryers,
toasters, kettles, old television sets,
computer equipment, scanners, printers,
cartridges, electronic toys, gaming consoles,
power supplies and cables, stoves and
electrical appliances not mentioned here for
the next e-waste collection day.

AGM 2012
The annual ARRA AGM was held on Wednesday 9th May last to review
the main activities of 2011 and to prepare for 2012. The AGM was hosted
at the Arcadia Primary School, Farenden Street and over 60 people
attended the event.
The meeting was guest-chaired by Mr. Dirk Kotze of Clydesdale
Residents Association. Two main guest speakers were invited to speak
to the ARRA members: Mr. Mike van Blommenstein, a Town Planner,
addressed the meeting on the Hatfield Urban Development Framework
and its implications for Arcadia, while Mr. Martin van Niekerk, Director
of City Planning (Development & Enforcement) of City of Tshwane
Municipality, spoke about illegal land use and the regulations in force that
needed to be enforced to protect heritage and residential areas.

The following main issues were addressed on the night:
Presentation of the ARRA Chairperson Report by Linda Tyrrell,
reflecting significant progress by ARRA on a number of fronts, with
the emphasis on promoting more effective community development
through the enhanced Crime & Security Initiative, greater vigilance
on Planning & Zoning issues, concentration on Heritage Preservation,
greater Recycling efforts and an emphasis on Civic Pride and Social
Events.
Presentation of the Treasurers Report by Helen Rakotomalala,
reflecting an improvement in the finances due to greater fundraising
activities and a donation of R10,000 from a member of the community,
but with membership renewals continuing to be an on-going challenge.
Presentation of the Crime & Security Initiative Report by Flor
Healy, which outlined the successes of the scheme, in partnership
with Quatro, and highlighted the on-going challenges in increasing
numbers so that new services could be introduced at little or no
extra cost. There are currently 140+ members in the scheme and
the target is to achieve 200+ by year end, enabling new services such
as foot patrols, CCTV and other enhancements to be introduced
cost-effectively. Since 17th December 2011, there has been no
reported incident of crime in the area and that was seen to be the
result of greater visibility and presence of the Quatro patrol vehicle.
geysers, which was positioned outside, exposed
Presentation of the Planning & Zoning Report by Claus Schutte,
to sunlight most of the day. I got a basic plan for
highlighting major challenges to preserving the integrity and
the panel from a friend, and saw that it would
character of Arcadia, in particular above Church Street and in
be relatively easy to build, if you have the basic
Arcadia Street. A catalogue of illegal planning cases was outlined
tools (drill, steel saw, pipecutter, grinder, and
and these are being closely monitored and pursued by ARRA to
a few other). The components for the unit are
ensure enforcement.
basically copper pipe, a glass cover, an aluminium
Presentations on the Recycling Initiative by Rita Ribbens-Burger
box, screws and attachments for joining the frame
and on the Fundraising & Social Events by Penny Blersch were also
and pipes, and rubber insolation pipes, all available
made.
at hardware stores.
It took me about 100 hours to build and set up
The meeting was also informed of a new initiative, initiated by
during the December holidays. I built a special
ARRA, in the establishment of the ‘Old Pretoria East Residents’ &
stand for the geyser, as it had to be positioned above
Ratepayers’ Alliance’ (OPERRA), which is an umbrella organisation
the solar panel, to allow for thermosyphoning,
aiming to provide a forum for the main residents associations
which basically means that the water heated by the
in the area (namely: Arcadia, Brooklyn, Clydesdale, Colbyn,
sun rises up into the geyser, and the colder water
Groenkloof, Hatfield, Bailey’s Muckleneuk/New Muckleneuk,
circulates down and through the heating pipes.
Rietondale, Riviera, Sunnyside East and Waterkloof). OPERRA
The solar panel cost me about R3000 to build, with
will enable better co-ordination, sharing of information and
no installation costs. If you were to buy such unit,
improved lobbying activities on matters relating to service
it would set you back about R15,000, including
delivery, planning and zoning, crime and security, ward-specific
installation costs.
issues and other on-going challenges of common interest to all
I haven’t switched on the electricity for that geyser
residents and ratepayers in the catchment area. OPERRA had
for the past three months, and on a sunny day the
already met four times since February 2012 and was already
water is so hot that it burns your hand. On overcast
very successful in its role as co-ordinator and facilitator on
days, the water is hot enough for showering and
behalf of all residents associations in addressing Ward Election
washing dishes.
deficiencies and specific high-profile planning and zoning issues.
My conclusion is – go for solar! With the abundance
of sunshine we enjoy every day in South Africa, it is
The outgoing ARRA Committee was unanimously re-elected
a no-brainer. This energy is free, and it operates even
by acclaimation for another year, with the main positions being
when your power is off. The optimal angle of the
held by:
solar panel in Pretoria should be at 32 degrees, facing
Chairperson : Linda Tyrrell
North. In Arcadia you may have to trim a tree or two
Vice-Chairperson : Stephan Botha
which is blocking sunshine from your panel, but you
Secretary : Dan Berglund
only need about 5 hours of sunshine per day to do the
Treasurer : Helen Rakotomalala
job. My advice to the DIY handyman is: Build this
Chair – Crime & Security Sub-Committee : Flor Healy
panel during winter, when it is nice and cool. Spending
Chair – Planning & Zoning Sub-Committee : Adie Vienings
hours on the roof in December (for installation) is not
Chair – Fundraising & Social Committee : Penny Blersch
the most clever move.

Solar heating – what to buy?
By Theo Albrecht
With the price of electricity rising almost daily, I
started looking at the different options to save on
my electricity bill. I surfed the Internet to find
information, and talked to friends who had been
doing the same. The only advice everyone seemed
to have, was to switch off the water heaters when
not needed.
I have three water heaters (geysers) on my
property. My house was built just after the second
World War, and the primary geyser is positioned
very far from the roof, on the southern side of the
house. Thus it would not have been economical
to couple it to a solar heater, as the exorbitant
length of piping would cool the hot water
before it reached the hot water tank. For that
geyser, I decided to purchase a heat pump,
which is supposed to save you up to 40% in
electricity cost. A heat pump is basically an
airconditioning unit, working in reverse. In
stead of cooling the air, it takes the heat out
of the air to heat water.
I priced models available, and settled on
a special by the Solar Surgeon in October
2011. The cost including installation was
around R8500, and the unit has a 5 year
guarantee. The company gives you the
appropriate discount (ESKOM rebate).
The company did a great job, and the unit
is working perfectly, with enough hot
water for a family of five (including one
teenage daughter, who spends 20 minutes
under the shower, at least once a day).
The only problem is, I did not detect a
significant saving in my electricity bill in
the following months.
So I decided to build my own solar
heating panel for one of my other
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ANIMAL ACTIVISTS IN
ARCADIA
On 29 March 2012 the Activists for Animals Africa
(People for the Liberation of Animals) staged a protest
and night vigil outside the Chinese Embassy in Pretorius
Street, Arcadia. They were protesting against the senseless
poaching of Rhino, for their horns. Home to more than 90
percent of the continent’s rhinos, South Africa is on the
front line of a worsening war with poachers who send the
horns to China and Southeast Asia for use in traditional
medicine. The activists dressed up and some on stilts
caused many a motorist to slow down to view the spectacle.
Hopefully it also gave cause to thought to some inside the
Embassy as well.

Calling all Dog Lovers!
ARRA is hosting it’s first ever dog show on
Saturday, 16 June 2012.
Venue: Scout Hall, Beckett Street
Time: 10h00 – 14h00
Cost: Adults – R10, Children – R5, Dogs – free!
All friendly dogs are encouraged to drag
their owners to this fun filled day!
· Prizes for best dressed pooch, basic obedience,
cutest trick, waggiest tail, etc!
· Display by some cute Rescue Doggies!
· Stalls selling Doggie paraphernalia, food, coffee, etc!
· Treasure hunt / group walk.
· Lucky draw
· A dog behaviourist on hand to answer your questions

PROTEST IN
COLBYN

Protesting against the 30
Storey Park & Ride facility
to be built in Colbyn

The powers that be at Tshwane Metropolitan Council
have proposed to build a thirty storey Park and Ride
facility, where the present Golf Driving Range now
stands, next to the Colbyn Nature Valley peat land. The
Peat land is 5000 years old and ecologically sensitive
with the driving range forming a protective buffer.
Furthermore, locals want the recreational and sports
facility, The Colbyn Golf Driving Range, to be left for the
enjoyment of all Pretoria residents. Residents and fellow
South Africans should, and are therefore, protesting
strongly against this proposed development. They need
all the support that they can muster. If you feel strongly
about this, please contact Ms. Siobhan Muller the City
Councillor for Ward 82, to voice your protests. She can
be contacted on 082 454 9244 or siobhanm@telkomsa.
net, or siobhan@dagautengnorth.co.za

For more information contact
Penny on 082 449 1192

CURRENT REZONING MATTERS

By Natalie Swanepoel
The Urban Planning Subcommittee is currently dealing
with the following matters:
The Eastwood Tavern, on the corner of Park and
Eastwood Streets, has applied for a multi-use, multistorey building that includes plans for a boutique hotel
and an interior arcade with restaurants and office space.
The committee has been involved with the consultation
process around this development and have stipulated
that, at a minimum, all noise should be internal to the
structure and that all parking should be internal as
well. Our engagement with this process is ongoing.

It should be noted that all the engagement in the
world on ARRA’s part is sometimes not enough. Some
of you may have noticed that a house on the south-east
corner of Church and Orient was recently demolished.
ARRA was participating in the process around the
rezoning of this property only to discover that the
house was demolished seemingly with no demolition
notice being posted and no heritage evaluation being
conducted despite the age of the house, which was older
than 60 years. Arcadia residents should keep their eyes
peeled for similar activities and please report it to Adie
Vienings on adie@waterconcepts.co.za or call her 071
897 6633. The subcommittee needs your eyes and ears.

A&S Travel

Who ever thought of this should get a green medal!
What a great idea – no more twist ties or rubber bands.
This method is water proof and air tight – Great! The guy
who first thought of the idea should be given an award for
originality!
Cut up a disposable water bottle and keep the neck and
top, as in photo. Insert the plastic bag through the neck and
screw the top to seal. The bag is made to be air-tight, such
that water will not leak, the secret lies with the top and screw
cap! This is a great idea for us and the environment too.

A & S Travel Agency was established in 2002 and has been
a member of IATA since February 2005. As a customer
focused organisation, they specialise in both leisure and
corporate service from their new offices located at 365
Charles Street in Brooklyn.
A & S Travel has, since its inception, flourished and grown
from strength to strength. This growth is mainly attributed
to the fact that they believe that absolute satisfaction is
derived from their excellent service which leads to long
lasting relationships built on trust. That has been the key to
their success.
Director at A& S Travel, Angela Caratelli, is a fellow Arcadian
having moved into Arcadia in September last year. She
chose Arcadia because of her love for old homes and the
fact that living in Arcadia, feels like living in a “small town”
within Pretoria.“I love the fact that people are walking their
dogs, jogging, the kids are riding their bikes and that the
community obviously loves their neighborhood and take
pride in where they live.”
Despite only having been an Arcadian for a short while Café
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41, Harries Pancakes, Woolies and Rosie’s in the park are
already firm favourites of Angela and her family.
Now Angela and her sister/partner Sarah Pimentel are
extending their travel agency services to fellow Arcadians
by advertising in the Arcadian. If you need a travel agency
we suggest, and recommend, you give A & S Travel the
opportunity to make your next trip and experience. As
Angela like to quote, in the words of Bilbo Baggins from
Lord of the Rings; “It’s a dangerous business, Frodo, going
out your door.You step onto the road, and if you don’t keep
your feet, there’s no knowing where you might be swept
off to.”
That said, Angela and Sarah place great emphasis on open
communication which enables them to fully understand the
individual needs of their clients which, in turn, empowers
them to give better service. Getting our clients to their
destination and back is only half our job; we passionately
look for ways to demonstrable value for our customers
thereby providing absolute satisfaction.

Clean up initiatives launched in Arcadia
In March a team of Volunteers took to the streets of
Arcadia to remove a blight on our suburb; illegal pole
ads! Armed with step ladders, pliers and scissors the team
managed to remove nearly 150 illegal advertising sign boards
throughout Arcadia. The only ones left are the adverts glued
with industrial strength glue to the poles. These are the
usual ‘penis enlargement’, ‘lost love’ and ‘guaranteed driver’s
license’ service providers. Although the removal of illegal
pole ads will require constant vigilance and action, already
there is a visible difference. Thanks must be expressed
to Adie Vienings, Rita Ribbens, Helen Rakotomalala
and their team for their untiring efforts in this regard.
According to Clyde Petersen, the Municipality’s Director
of Outdoor Advertising Management, Mr Martin van
Niekerk, Director:
Development Compliance and
Enforcement, is responsible for the enforcement of
the City’s outdoor advertising bylaws which includes
the issuing of fines. Furthermore a private company,
Pole Add SA, have been contracted by the Tshwane
Municipality as service provider to administrate
all posters in the Municipal area. This includes the
removal of all illegal posters. Considering the large
number of illegal adverts plastered throughout Arcadia
one has to wonder whether this arrangement is
functioning optimally? For what it’s worth Arcadia

Residents can address complaints regarding advertising
to Tshwane Municipality: Development Compliance
and Enforcement: MartinVN@tshwane.gov.za –and
ElainePr@tshwane.gov.za (012 3588833) or Pole Add
on 0861 222 123. A last word of thanks to Councillor
Juanita Du Plooy for assisting the ARRA team in
identifying the responsible people in the Tshwane
Municipality.
ARRA has also recently employed 3 guys to help
clean up our streets, once a week. A huge difference can
already be seen in the general appearance of our streets. A
special word of thanks must be made to Philip Nicolaou
of Caterhub, and a resident in Eastwood Street, for
sponsoring the overalls worn by the ‘ARRA Clean Up
Crew’. A resident in Beckett Street is also sponsoring
one day a month for Beckett Street to be cleaned.
Residents are encouraged to donate or contribute
towards the cleaning up of their streets. R350pm will
ensure a dedicated day’s work by the ‘ARRA Clean Up
Crew for a dedicated street but smaller contributions
towards the general cleaning up of Arcadia are also most
welcome. Enquiries in this regard can be addressed to
helenrakoto@gmail.com. If you see the ARRA ‘Clean
Up Crew’ on your street a friendly word, smile or wave
will also be appreciated.

City Council Officials visit Arcadia
On Monday, 30 April 2012, three City Council Officials from the office of the City Manager: Sibongile Leshika
(Dep. Director, Office support & caretaker for Health & Social), Thami Ntamo (Project Manager, Public Works &
Infrastructure) and Angelina Mabe (Senior Admin Officer, Office Support), visited the Ward 92 suburbs of Arcadia,
Clydesdale and Sunnyside East to meet with the relevant representatives of the Resident Associations. The meeting
was arranged by the Ward 92 Councillor, Juanita Du Plooy.
Issues important to the residents of these areas were brought to the attention of the officials who took note of the
various issues and undertook to take them up with the relevant line departments of the City Council and provide
feedback, on the issues, to Councillor Du Plooy.
The Resident Associations and residents of Arcadia, Clydesdale and Sunnyside East appreciate their attention, courtesy,
and their willingness to work with the Associations to ensure the optimal functioning of our neighbourhoods and look
forward to working closely and productively with these, and other City officials, in the future.
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Arcadia Shepherds Football Club
By Rob Colesky
Have you ever driven west down
Pretorius Street and wondered how it is
that, in a city with such precision, grid
patterned streets, Pretorius Street makes
a huge kink just before the Apies River?
If you have, and you are observant, you
might have noticed Caledonian Park,
the home of Caledonian Stadium and
the Arcadia Shepherds Football Club
on your left hand side.
The plot of land, now known as
Caledonian Park first belonged
to the Scottish family of Robert
Baikie an accountant and auditor
from Kirkwell, Orknes Islands,
Scotland who founded the Pretoria
Caledonian Society and who ran

a greyhound racetrack on the property, up to about 1903.
Eddie Meintjes, the original owner and founder of Arcadia
bought the property from Baikie and converted its use
to soccer fields together with Ewald Esselen. It was they
who exerted their influence on President Paul Kruger
to have Pretorius Street closed at the town boundary to
accommodate the area required for the playing fields thus
causing the kink in the street when the town extended
further Eastwards later. It was only much later, around 1960,
that the current stadium and clubhouse were built in what
is today known, euphemistically as the “Pretoria regional
style”. The Stadium and Clubhouse are a National Heritage
Resource under the National Heritage Resources Act (25 of
1999) of the Republic of South Africa.
Arcadia Shepherds FC was, in its day, a well-known
football club in the NFL, the traditional ‘white’ National
Football League that ran parallel to the NPSL, the
traditional ‘black’ National Professional Soccer League,
until the NFL collapsed in 1977 and most of its teams
joined the NPSL. Although never a dominant force in the
NFL, “Arcs”, as it was affectionately known, had “their day”
in the year of 1974, when they won “the triple”: the NFL
Championship (by a single point over reigning Champions
Cape Town City), the Castle Cup (defeating Highlands
FC (one of the fore-runners of Jomo Cosmos FC), 2-0 in
the final) and the NFL UTC Bowl Cup. The next three big
achievements by the club, were when they won the NPSL
League Cup Competition in 1982 (after an exciting final
against Highlands Park); then a victory in the NPSL Sales
House Cup in 1985 (beating Kaizer Chiefs in the final);
and finally when they won the BP Top Eight Cup in
1986 (beating Bidvest Wits in the final). Since then, the
achievements by the team have been modest. They managed
to win a NPSL championship in 1992, but this was at a time
when all the best teams were playing in the NSL.
But that doesn’t mean the Arcadia Shepherds Football
Club doesn’t have an interesting and glorious footballing
history. As one would expect from a club now in its 108th year
and arguably one of the oldest football clubs still competing
professionally in South Africa, Arcadia Shepherds also has
a link to some of the biggest names in South African and
World football. As far back as September 1924, an all-white
Springbok side (as the National Team were known in those
days), recorded a fine and unexpected 2-1 win, in Belfast,
against Ireland. Arcadia Shepherds’ Joe Green hit the
winning goal. The all-conquering 1974 Arcadia Shepherds
team included, amongst others, local football legends Dave
Herholdt, Plankie and Charlie Naude, goalkeeper Trevor
Gething (who has a street in Faerie Glen named after him)
and the amazing Wegerle brothers, Steve and Geoff who
both went on to play “soccer” in the US as did their younger
brother Roy, also an Arcadia Shepherds player who went
one better and actually represented the USA in the 1994
and 1998 World Cups. It’s not widely known but the great
Sir Bobby Charlton, 1966 World Cup Winner for England
and European Football Player of the Year in the same
year, also made a guest appearance for Arcadia Shepherds
in April 1976. Not quite as long ago Arcadia Shepherds
boasted player talent such as Noel Cousins who joined
Arcadia Shepherds in 1980 and went on to win the Golden
Boot award for most goals scored in the 1983 season and
won the 1987 NPSL Top Goal scorer Award, with 28
league goals and four cup strikes. He was also voted Players’

Player of the Season in the same year. More recently names
that will be remembered include striker Thomas “Who’s
Fooling Who” Hlongwane, and national goalkeeper Deshi
Baktawer. Even Pretoria’s famous football son, Mark Fish,
started his career with the Arcadia Shepherds while still
at Pretoria Boys High School. Amazingly, for a little club
in Arcadia, Arcadia Shepherds is also represented in the
current Bafana Bafana squad where striker Katlego Mphela
and defender Bongani Sandile Khumalo both played for
Arcadia Shepherds. Mphela joined Arcadia Shepherds FC
in 1998 and his goal on Saturday, 26 March 2011 against
Egypt was his 19th in Bafana Bafana colours. In October
2010 Bongani was bought by Totenham Hotspur, from
Supersport United for 1.5m Pounds and earlier this year
was loaned to Championship club Preston North End.
Bongani is a stalwart of the Bafana Bafana squad.
...continued on page 7...

The Saga of 846
Thomas Avenue
Despite numerous communications between the ARRA
Street Representative for Thomas Avenue, Natalie Walton,
and officials at the Tanzanian Embassy, owners of the property
located at 846 Thomas Avenue, the property remains an
eyesore and a cause of anguish and frustration for neighbours
and fellow Arcadians.
We publish the e-mails below hoping that, by bringing
further public attention to this matter, it might speed matters
along.
From: Natalie - DMR Attorneys [mailto:natalie@dmrlaw.
co.za] _Sent: 07/03/2012 12:50_To: ‘radhia msuya’_Cc:
info@tanzania.org.za; ‘Linda Tyrrell’_Subject: PROPERTY
OWNED BY THE ZANZIBAR EMBASSY- 846
THOMAS AVE
Dear Sir/Madam.
There was no response to the email below as to possible
meeting times.
Please see the attached photographs for your reference.
These are self- explanatory and very clearly reveal the state of
neglect of this property.
We are, once again, writing to find out what exactly is
being done with regards to this property. We do not feel that
any changes have been made at all and that all promises by
yourselves are never carried out. We are aware that the property
is to be renovated, but this is obviously taking very long.
In the interim, we respectfully request that the promised
garden service be employed immediately, that the outside
walls are painted and the rubble removed. This has all
been promised telephonically on numerous occasions and
never carried through. We have spoken to both Mr Ngao
and Naseme personally, who both stated that the above
matters will be addressed. There have been absolutely no
improvements carried out to date. The neighbours and the
surrounding area have been extremely accommodating with
regards to this property, but are no longer prepared to accept
the present state of neglect-which has a direct impact on all
of the surrounding homes.
Please take immediate, urgent action. We are extremely
dissatisfied with this situation and will not rest until this
matter is attended to.
Regards,
Natalie Walton - Street representative for Arcadia Rate
and Tax Payers Association (ARRA)
From: radhia msuya [mailto:radhiam@hotmail.com]
Sent: 15 February 2012 11:58 AM To: natalie@dmrlaw.
co.za Subject: RE: PROPERTY OWNED BY THE
ZANZIBAR EMBASSY- 846 THOMAS AVE
Dear Sir/Madam, We are in the process of starting to
refurbish the property soon. We would appreciate a meeting
with you to explain.
Any inconvinience caused is highly regretted. Radhia
Naima Msuya High Commissioner
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Arcadia Shepherds have also had their fair share of involvement in
South Africa’s political history. Kai Johansen, the legendary Arcadia
Shepherds manager and coach made history as the first coach in South
Africa to field a black player in a white team. After signing Vincent
Julius from Sundowns, Johansen fielded him in a whites-only league
match against Rangers at the Caledonian Stadium. This move was
against the policy of the government at the time. It’s interesting to note
that black and white spectators were separated by a fence in accordance
with Apartheid laws at this time.
In the early 1980’s Arcadia Shepherds played Kaiser Chiefs and the
Sunnyside precinct had never seen anything like it as more than 50
000 spectators converged on a venue that could only accommodate
12 000. Chiefs player Zebulon ‘Sputla’ Nhlapo, claims his dribbling
wizardry was responsible for chaos. “It was overcrowded. There were
already about 15 000 people in the stadium before noon. I collected the
ball from our 18 area and ran towards the centre. As I tried to pass to
Peter ‘Fuduwa’ Mokotedi, all the Shepherds players rushed to him and
I kept the ball. On my left, teammate Teenage Dladla was lying on the
ground and as I was approaching their penalty area, I sold their sweeper
a dummy and then rounded goalkeeper Deshi Bhaktawer. As the ball
was rolling into the net, the fence collapsed and the fans fell onto the
ground. “The referee stopped play and the goal was not allowed. The
game continued and after the match, the fans carried me on their
shoulders. “They celebrated and caused havoc in Pretoria and the police
said –‘No more soccer at Caledonian’. It was my best match ever!”

Whether he is to blame or not the result was that
the Caledonian Stadium was banned from staging
professional soccer. The City Council later tried to
justify their decision by claiming Caledonian would
be turned into a lake!
The ground stood idle, a white elephant for almost
10 years, and could have crumbled down easily had
SuperSport United not requested, and been granted,
permission to use the venue again in 1999. That was
a topsy turvy time and records show that Supersport
United only used Pilditch Stadium for a small number
of games during the 2000 – 2001 season, citing poor
pitch and lighting at the Caledonian Stadium, not to
mention its limited capacity and nervous city fathers
during larger matches.
During the FIFA World Cup Slovakia used the
Caledonian Stadium as their training ground.
Today Arcadia Shepherds, still play in their distinctive
Black and White strip although they now play at the
third level of South African football, in the Vodacom
League. They are still an academy for young players and
a happy recruiting venue for the professional leagues. On
most Saturdays you will still hear the distinctive sounds,
calls and shouts of football match taking place at this
stadium yet it’s a quiet, peaceful place during weekdays.

Letters
to ARRA
Dear Linda,
I wish to commend the efforts of ARRA. In the
three and a half years we have lived here the work
of ARRA has very much stepped up. The key
achievement has been the security improvements.
Also appreciated is the sense of community that
has developed and we have really appreciated the
Halloween trick and treat, the market and then
the Christmas party. Keep up the efforts. The
community is taking charge. Great.
Best wishes,
Frank

Rosies, in Venning Park is now open!
The purposely built restaurant, in the middle of Venning Park, has been lying vacant for 5 years and many Arcadia residents are not
aware that it has re-opened for business. Owner, Nelie Preston and her team at Rosie’s have been open for 2 months and slowly, but
surely, residents are filtering back into the park. Tshwane Parks Management and Rosie’s own security have managed to get rid of the
prostitution and solved the vagrant problem. According to Rosie’s, the park is now safe to visit and no crime has been experienced
of late. Hopefully Rosie’s will be advertising their mouth-watering delicacies in the Arcadian soon but, until then, we wish them
the greatest of success. We urge Arcadians to pop in and taste and experience what they have on offer and to enjoy the peaceful
surroundings of our city’s second oldest park!

Call me Ed!

It must just be that time of year. The shadows are
getting longer, there’s a distinct bite in the air when the
alarm stirs me from my slumbers at 6am and every
morning there appears, as if by magic, one more grey
hair in my beard of all places! And I’m getting grumpy!
Why grumpy? I have no idea. My spirits should
be lifting. Have you driven through Arcadia lately?
Now here’s a reason to be chirpy. I’ve noticed (and
I hope you have too) a marked improvement in the
general health of our little gem of a suburb here on
the Southern slopes of Meintjeskop. As you might
guess, these things don’t happen all by themselves
and we have a dedicated team of local residents to
thank for the cleaning up of our streets and walkways.
With the public display of Presidential appendages
so topical in the local press this week I, for one, am
glad the multitude of advertising boards promising
to “enhance” the offending organ of State and many
others besides (along the route the “Prez” probably
takes to work every morning) have been taken down.
It’s only when you look at the photograph, on page
5 of this edition of the Arcadian, showing the pile of
illegal boards removed that you come to realise what
a problem these boards have become. Then we have
the dedicated ARRA clean-up crew who patrol the
streets in sparkling new blue overalls sponsored by
local Eastwood Street resident, Philip Nicolaou. Yes, I
know we are paying the Tshwane Municipality to do
this with our rates and taxes but let’s not be naïve
to think that they don’t have much bigger issues to
deal with. I don’t know whether you’ve seen the e-mail
doing the rounds with the photograph of the 22
municipal workers being shown exactly how to draw
the red stripe through the names of the old street
names, before erecting the sparkling new signs of the
re-named streets, but with that amount of attention
to detail and conscientiousness in doing a good job,
there’s very little chance of there being enough time to
clean our kerbs and walkways as well! So a big thankyou, to Caterhub, and the three gentlemen cleaning
our neighbourhood.They are doing a sterling job!

And yet still I’m grumpy? Perhaps it’s the
disappointing turnout at the ARRA AGM, held a few
weeks ago at the Arcadia Primary School, that’s to
blame for my grumpiness? I can only believe that the
success of the ARRA Crime & Security initiative and
the dedicated work of our members that sit on the
Community Police Forum, which has reduced the
incidence of crime in Arcadia so dramatically, are to
blame for the poor turnout at the AGM. Isn’t it ironic
that it took the outside threat, of crime, prostitution
and degeneration, to pull us all together a year or so
ago. Back then, when crime was rampant, properties
degrading and prostitution rampant in our little neck
of the woods, the residents turned up in their droves
to discuss Arcadia. Now that things are markedly
improved we are less inclined to get involved and
attend such mundane activities as AGM’s.
However, it’s that involvement that entitles us to
pass comment on decisions made. It never ceases to
amaze me how residents of Arcadia who are non-paid
up members of ARRA are the first to come knocking
on ARRA’s door when things are not going quite as
planned in some matter or other. It also appears to
be those that never attend meetings, or want to get
involved, that are the first to complain about decisions
made in meetings and forums that they didn’t want
to be involved in. Maybe I’m sensitive (and not just
grumpy?) about this issue as, as a member of the ARRA
Crime and Security team, I know first-hand of the
amount of work and sacrifice that ARRA Committee
members have put into turning Arcadia into a safer,
cleaner and friendlier place to live in. Without
mentioning names I can assure you that we have in
ARRA some of the most selfless and community
minded people I have ever had the good fortune of
knowing. Hey, we make mistakes too! That’s why we
need more residents to turn up at the AGM to point
out to us where we are going wrong or, even better, to
volunteer to get involved and to make us better but,
if you are not prepared to get involved, and still want
to enjoy the benefits of the work done by the various
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Committees I would suggest it’s about time you “put
up, or shut up!”.
Well, I’m glad that’s off my chest! On a lighter note,
I’d like to invite all the owners of the multitude of
dogs I regularly see, and/or hear, in our suburb to
attend the first ever Arcadia Dog show! The details
all appear on page 4 of this edition. At home, we
are a cat family but “She who must be obeyed” has
mentioned that I’m such a grumpy old dog lately that
I’m pretty sure she will throw a leash on me and drag
me off to the show anyway.You can bet your bottom
dollar my tails not wagging enough to win that prize
and although my 4 and 7 year olds think I’m a clown
personified I’m reliably informed by my 16 year old
son that my “tricks” are somewhat stale and dated
but who knows, as long as “She who must be obeyed”
is not the judge, I might win the “most obedient” title?
We have a number of first time contributors to the
Arcadian in this edition. Hopefully seeing their names
in print will spur them to further contribution as they
revel in the power of the pen!!
Lastly let me again exhort all Arcadians to actively
support the advertisers in this edition of the Arcadian.
I know I’m biased, as I deal with them directly, but I
also know they really are nice people who are linked
directly to Arcadia and who are spending their hard
earned money to advertise in our Arcadian so that
we can bring you what is still the best Resident &
Ratepayers Association newsletter in the land. I told
you I was biased!
Happy reading!

10th Arcadia Scouts
growing rapidly
by Katrina Maree
While in 2007 there were only four members in the 10th Arcadia Scout group, it has
since grown with leaps and bounds to where the group is now 26 members strong.
The reason for this growth, according to Jac Burger,Troop Scouter at 10th Arcadia Scouts,
is that there are now more adults to assist and activities are better planned.
Some of the reasons why kids enjoy Scouts so much is that it is extracurricular activities
that they would not normally have and which is challenging and fun. It is also a chance
for them to interact with children outside their normal social circle.
Scouts takes place every Friday night between 18:30 and 21:00 at the 10th Arcadia Scout
group’s Scout Hall in Becket Street, Arcadia.
Some examples of activities are team obstacle courses, stalking and building a chariot
and carrying someone up the mountain with it. The activities include a lot of team
building and teaching leadership abilities and self confidence.
Each child in the 10th Arcadia Scout group is very excited and thrilled to have joined the
Scouts.

Holistic approach At SmileSolutions we believe in the old maxim, “prevention is better than cure.”
Dental maintenance With this in mind, we strive to ensure that our clients have the best oral care possible
Prevent emergencies before they happen and ensure that we provide the most informative oral health care instructions. This helps
maintain strong health teeth and gums, which in turn allows our clients to have bright
shop 4, groenkloof shopping centre, groenkloof, pretoria confident smiles.
tel : +27 12 346 3588 emergencies : +27 83 265 1167 We endeavour to have a holistic approach to your oral health and well-being. This will
info@drritanel.co.za www.smilesolutions.co.za entail doing an initial full diagnosis of you mouth. Once this has been done, we plan the
required treatments with your involvement, taking into account the urgency of
Trading Hours 08H00-20H00 treatments and time and financial restraints.
Available for after hours emergencies We understand that in our modern world, taking time off to go to the dentist when there
Weekends – arranged by appointment does not seem to be anything wrong is a very low priority. We have therefore extended
our operating hours from 8AM to 8PM Monday to Thursday to help you make time to
ensure you teeth stay healthy. We are also available on Saturday mornings for those
who pre-arrange these appointments.
We hope to hear from you soon – The SmileSolutions Team

We are very proud to announce the following additions to our practice
Anti-Ageing Treatments
Fillers • Botox • Mesotherapy • Weight Loss • Aptos Feather Lift • Chemical Peeling
Professionally trained in France
Call now for an appointment
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