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An architect’s observations of our ‘urban-scape’ from a
bird’s eye perspective. - Anna Steyn in discussion with Trevor
Lloyd Evans, well known Pretoria architect and Herbert
Baker specialist.
From his briefcase Trevor unfolded …., - an original field
sketch of the Union Buildings by Baker himself, with the
caption ‘side elevation’ (see illustration of sketch as well as
photograph of the same Western elevation of the Union
Buildings during construction).
The elevated position that Baker selected for this
imposing complex provided broad vistas and a vantage
point from which the building could dominate the
landscape below. From its platform on the southern
slopes of Meintjies Kop directional and conceptual links
could be established with other significant places in the
valley and on the ridges to the south. Trevor exclaimed
that Baker had described the site as the most suitable
for the ‘acropolis’, indeed a telling phrase, reminding
us of the opportunity that Rhodes had provided to
Baker to travel to Greece and Italy in preparation of
the momentous projects that lay ahead.
It should be noted that Baker’s architecture had
been informed by many previous commissions, such
as those initiated by Rhodes, who invited him to
‘restore’ Groote Schuur in Cape Town It had also
been refined through the building of public and
private buildings in other parts of South Africa as
well as the powerfully designed Pretoria Station.

The locality of the Union Buildings, and the visual and
conceptual links that are apparent upon closer scrutiny, reflect
the political undercurrents of the period after the turn of the
century, a time that would give way to Unification in 1910,
when the administration of the former Boer Republics was
placed in the hands of Milner.
During our discussion over dinner, Trevor sketched the map
of orientation and directional perspective, illustrated here, and
freshly created for this edition of the Arcadian. Trevor clearly
underlined in his sketch, the two ‘symbolic epi-centres’ that had
existed, in close proximity, within a few miles from each other,
Church Square and the Union Buildings.
In 1900 Church Square had been the centre and symbol of
values of the people of the Boer Republics, and was in close
proximity of the home of the leader Paul Kruger. Trevor related
how the wagons would head for the towering spire of the
church on the square, laden with produce. The farmers would
outspan their teams of oxen and set up tent within the confines
of the generously dimensioned surrounding space. At the time
of nagmaal the area would not only serve as a religious gathering
place but would also be transformed into a social festival.
As is edivent from Trevor’s map, radial lines exist from church
square down Paul Kruger street, Park street, Lynwood Road and
Kotze street. These lines delineate routes from different valleys
to the square, and had originally been carved by wagon wheels.
Building the Union Buildings in its current position formed
part of a carefully designed strategy of appropriating the landscape
for a different political dispensation. The natural platform on
the southern slope of Meintjieskop enabled visual links with
other features within the grand scheme of urban design, such
as the view up Queen Wilhelmina, as well as across the valley
to what is now Boys High School (a site that was set aside for
the University College), also to Pretoria High School for Girls,
and to the Ou Lettere building on the campus of the University
of Pretoria, as indicated on the map. Government house forms
part of the radial dynamic scheme since from here a direct visual
line can also be established with the schools and university. These
radial axes were further accentuated by the planting of avenues of
trees and the relics of some trees still survive.
We are proud that the Union Buildings are situated within
Arcadia, yet the interior in particular, is under threat. All
South Africans are custodians of this National Symbol, and
everybody’s support is needed to ensure that it is retained, inside
and out, and including the originally designed Baker furniture
and finishes, as close as possible to the original condition.
The Union Buildings have, in our era, regained its position
as symbolic epicenter of a political philosophy and for the first
time, it stands in all its grandeur, as a symbol of true democracy,
the symbol of the birth of the new South Africa.

Municipal Elections – 2011
by Rob Colesky

Arcadian’s of
all shapes, sizes,
colours, genders,
ages, social classes
and,
generally,
good demeanours
came
together
on
Wednesday,
18 May 2011, to
cast their votes
in the Municipal
Elections.
From
the early birds,
determined to casts
their votes nice and
early, to those of us
who leave things to
the very last minute,
Arcadians
stood
patiently in long
queues, in orderly
fashion, to have their
Identity
documents
scanned, their names

crossed off interminable lists and to have their thumbs
“inked” before marking their crosses on the ballot papers
and, in so doing, exercise their democratic rights to choose
the Ward Councillors of their choice.

Go
to:
http://www.demarcation.org.za/pages/
projects&services/ward/2010/Gauteng/TSH/Gazette_
Maps/TSH_Ward%2092.pdf – for map of Ward 92
boundary.
It appeared South Africans took the elections seriously
and there was, generally, good voter turn-out. However, the
re-arranging of the Ward boundaries appeared to confuse
some Arcadians as voter turnout for Ward 92 was the second
lowest in the Tshwane Metro, at only 48.52%. The winner of
Ward 92, Ms Juanita du Plooy of the Democratic Alliance,
also won this Ward by the second lowest winning margin, a
razor thin margin of 157 votes, against her African National
Congress opposition. Ms Du Plooy rightfully states that
one of her priorities for the next election is to double the
voter percentage turn-out (see article on Councillor du
Plooy elsewhere in this edition of the Arcadian).
Inside the voting stations located at Pretoria Technical
High School, Hamilton Forum Building, NG Kerk Arcadia
and Arcadia Primary School the IEC staff kept things
running smoothly although the ink in the printer of the

ID document scanner did run out at
Arcadia Primary School and queues
did start developing.
Many Arcadians took the opportunity
of re-acquainting themselves with old
friends and neighbours while old-aged
people and people with disabilities were
quickly brought to the front of queues
and ably assisted so as to make the
process of voting as painless as possible.
The friendliness and professionalism of
the IEC staff was commendable and
never wavered despite the brutally long
day. Queries, problems and hiccups were
quickly dealt with by the very efficient
IEC personnel and voting was, for the
most part, a good experience. The votes
were only all finally counted, and the totals
verified, by 1:30am on Thursday morning,
proving the IEC staff and Political Party
Representatives have stamina!
Now that we have voted it’s up to our
elected representatives across the Tshwane
Metro to make us proud!

ARRA MORNING MARKET
by Penny Blersch

The morning market
held on Saturday 28 May
was a huge success and we
managed to raise just over
R7000.
Despite the decided nip
in the air, Arcadians turned
out in their numbers to
support this event. There
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was a definite camaraderie and community spirit evident.
Residents arrived with children and dogs in tow and spent a
good while browsing around, meeting neighbours, nibbling
on delicious delicacies and chatting to old friends. Some
stalls, like Harries Pancakes, did a roaring trade and we
would particularly like to thank them for donating their
entire takings to ARRA.
Our aim this time was to increase the number of stalls
and to have a greater variety. We certainly achieved our goal
with over 15 stalls selling a wide variety of goods. We want
to build on this success and have a bigger and better market

in September/October.
Thank you to all who helped make this
fundraising event so successful.

1 : Arcadians asking questions about
recycling. 2 : Lots of healthy vegetables and
herbs on sale. 3 : The Boerewors Kings. 4 :
Fabulous Harries Pancakes Staff. 5 : Helen
and Pierre lending an International flavour
with their Madagascan stall. 6 : Rene with
her decoupage and collectables.
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Beeld – Junie 2011

Polisie arresteer talle by Loftus

Beeld – 2011-06-19 21:24
Van die rugby-toeskouers wat eergisteraand voor die Superrugby-wedstryd tussen die Bulls en die
Sharks op Loftus Versfeld gearresteer is, by die Sunnyside-polisiekantoor. Dertig ondersteuners is op
klagte van onder meer dronkenskap gearresteer.
Dertig van die Bulls- en Sharks-ondersteuners wat eergister by Loftus Versfeld opgedaag het, het nooit
die wedstryd gesien nie.
Hulle is deur die polisie in hegtenis geneem op aanklagte van oproerigheid, drink in die openbaar en
dronkenskap.
Mnr. Darryl Yorke (65) van Johannesburg het gesê hulle gaan “al die afgelope 15 jaar na Loftus om die
rugby te kyk”.
“Al die jare nog braai ons ’n vleisie vooraf en drink ’n bier.”
Yorke is in hegtenis geneem toe hy wou keer dat sy seun in ’n polisievangwa gegooi word.
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Ward 92 – New Councillor:
Ms Juanita du Plooy
DA Press release and additional reporting by Rob Colesky

There were celebrations in the home of Ms Juanita du
Plooy; a software quality control consultant for Softline
VIP, when she received the results of the 2011 Municipal
elections. Ms du Plooy made herself available as a candidate
for the Democratic Alliance, to represent a brand new ward
of the Tshwane Metro, Ward 92.
“It was a nerve wrecking experience as the biggest portion
of this Ward has traditionally been a governing party Ward,
but I was determined to win this ward for the Democratic
Alliance. The final results only came in at 05h15 on
the morning of 19 May 2011, after there was a problem
reconciling the ballot papers at one of our voting stations.
They only reconciled at 01h05 – and only thereafter could
the counting process commence” said a very grateful Ms
Du Plooy.”
It was however a successful election and she did everything
possible to win DA votes. “My team and I worked very hard
and since January 2011, we spent every Saturday in the
ward, canvassing votes. My team consisted of some very
dedicated activists, consisting of residents connected to
ARRA, the Clydesdale Village association, DA members
not affiliated to any community forum and seven former
ID members that joined us and all of these people really
proved their dedication!”
“Even if the DA only won this Ward by 157 votes I am
grateful that the voters realised that the ANC’s days are
numbered. A large percentage of the inhabitants of Ward
92, which consists of parts of Arcadia, Riviera, SouthEast Sunnyside, Clydesdale, Brynterion, Eastwoods and
the a portion of the West of Hatfield are flat dwellers
and many of them are not entitled to vote, as they are
foreigners. There are only +/- 12 000 voters registered
in this Ward and only 38% of them voted on electionday.”
By the next election, Ms du Plooy would like have
earned the respect and confidence of even more
residents and would then like to double the voter
turnout percentage by getting the community
more involved in all the community forums and by
educating the voters so that they are more informed
about the registration and election processes.
She already has her plans for the Ward in order.
Issues that she intends to address are the high crime
rate, drug dealing, bad buildings and prostitution.
By ensuring that the Community Police Forums
(CPF’s) are constituted and functioning properly
she believes that, hand in hand with the
inhabitants of our Ward, she can work towards
resolving the Ward’s problems. Unfortunately
her powers are limited as she can only submit
requests or suggestions to public officials. It
must be remembered that being a councillor
is only a part time job unless you are elected
to the Mayoral Committee, but she has made
arrangements with her employer, Softline VIP,
regarding her working hours so that she can
accommodate her Councillor responsibilities
and is committed to looking after the interests
of the Ward and its inhabitants.
Having just recently turned 40,
Ms du Plooy has been living in Riviera for
the past 10 years, but, other than a short
stint in Worcester, she has lived in Pretoria
all her life. She completed her degree
in Political Science at the University of
Pretoria in 1993 but only decided about 2
years that ago that she wanted to be more
directly involved in politics and joined
the DA. When the new demarcations
of the Wards were made known she
declared herself available for nomination
and following panel interviews the DA
declared she would be their candidate
for Ward 92.
She has a teenage daughter, Giselle, a
student at the Afrikaanse Hoër Meisies
Skool Pretoria who was, initially, not
impressed at all with her mother’s

Call me Ed!
Can you believe I actually volunteered for the role of editing the
Arcadian? We were sitting around discussing various portfolios within
ARRA when our Chairlady, Linda, gently suggested I take on the role
of editing the Arcadian. I should have picked up on the available clues
that this was not as easy as it seems. They were everywhere! You know
that upwards lilt in the tone of voice at the end of a suggestion? Much
like bait thrown into a pool of hungry trout? That moment when all
other conversation around a table ceases and people lean just that little
bit closer to see whether you will take the bait? The aversion of eyes, by
the faint hearted, who feel just a little sorry for the poor sucker about
to be caught and reeled in? Well, I have been informed that fish have a
memory span of 1 second which kind of explains why they are happy in
a fishbowl, but I digress, for a brief moment, I was that Rainbow Trout,
totally out of my mind as I swallowed the bait whole, thinking only of
the brief satisfaction of getting my teeth into something rather than
realising I was probably going to end up with head chopped off, descaled, filleted and gently sizzling in a pan of butter sauce.

political ambitions. Handing out DA flyers
I’ve never been an editor before. In fact the closest I’ve come to being
at her school was an embarrassment but
an editor is picking up magazines in our local Woolies and paging
after attending a dinner in honour of DA
through them. It was only as Linda started calling for meetings to
leader, Ms Helen Zille, this all changed and
discuss content and deadlines that it dawned on me that I was perhaps
she is now an ardent DA supporter as well.
a little out of my depth. I had great ideas for content and there are more
When not pouring over the material she
than a few issues in our leafy suburb that are close to my heart, but how
receives from the DA Caucus office and
to put it all together? Fortunately I have Celeste, our publisher, to sort
Media Relations Officer, as well as protocol
through the articles and put them in some semblance of order but
documentation she finds time to read fiction
as deadlines loom closer it becomes ever more obvious that getting
and non-fiction books by Afrikaans and
fellow Arcadians to contribute articles for publication is a mission.
(mostly) English authors although she is
I have to believe there are many Arcadians typing away diligently
also very fond of historical novels. TV shows
every evening on their electronic diaries (who still uses paper and
she enjoys watching include, most obviously,
pen these days?) and maybe a few who write short stories or novels
news shows but she is also known to watch
for their own amusement but where are they when I need them? You
Top Billing, CSI, Big Bang Theory and 7de
can’t raise an issue at an ARRA Annual General meeting without
Laan. She hastened to add that although she
real experts standing up to volunteer their considerable knowledge
is not big on sport she is a patriotic supporter
on any given subject. We have Doctors, lawyers, judges, architects,
of the Springboks and a big Bulls supporter.
engineers and just about every other professional living amongst
She is also actively involved in her Church
us who could contribute an article of interest for the Arcadian.
with Teen Ministry and charities.
We have artists, housewives and artisans with practical knowledge
“My passion is however the elderly. During
that’s priceless but our inbox here at the Arcadian remains empty.
the election campaign I made friends with a
number of senior citizens in the old age homes
I want the Arcadian to be an interesting read. A magazine that
in our Ward. I helped them to register as
reflects the diverse interests of the citizens of our suburb. It must
voters, apply for Special Votes (I spent a day
be informative on a wide range of issues that affect us without
and a half at the IEC to register the special
being preachy or prescriptive. I would like to continue to see
applications) and to physically get them to the
articles about the history of our wonderful buildings, homes and
voting stations. It is important for me to know
suburb, articles raising our re-cycling and green consciousness and
that our senior citizens are not drawing the
articles on what’s happened or happening in our suburb. But how
short straw and that their interests are always
about articles on the restaurants and guesthouses in our suburb,
being looked after. They are after all the people
where you can entertain your children over weekends, what you
who laid the foundations and showed us the way
should be planting or doing in your garden this time of year or
and they will always have an important role to
articles on the trees and birds in our leafy suburb so that we can
play in the community”
recognise that which we take for granted around us. None of this
Ms du Plooy invites all the members of Ward
will be possible without contributions from our readers.
92 to get to know her and to become more
involved in the Ward. She attended the last
Lastly, we have realised that the Arcadian is one of the largest
ARRA AGM meeting and intends to attend
costs to the ARRA coffers. For this reason we are actively
future meetings as well. It was also encouraging to
attempting to recruiting advertisers. I can’t help but notice
see her attending and chatting to residents at the
that Eastwood Village now has 4 empty stores. If we don’t
recent ARRA street market. Her contact numbers
actively support the shops and businesses in our area more will
appear in the “Important Telephone Numbers”
close and the inconvenience of having to shop elsewhere will
block elsewhere in the edition and Ms du Plooy
increase. I would like to see the Arcadian actively promoting
encourages all residents to contact her so that
the many legal businesses that have set up shop in Arcadia and
she can take up residents’ issues with the relevant
in turn I would like them to actively advertise in the Arcadian.
departments at the Metro Council, if they can’t
If we need the services of a dentist, doctor or legal practitioner
come right elsewhere.
why not use one here in Arcadia? If the recent street walk sale
“Community involvement is not just essential,
and the many friendly faces in queues during the municipal
but crucial for the functioning of the Ward
elections proved anything it’s that we are a community and
and therefore it’s imperative that the inhabitants
communities support each other.
of this Ward join the ratepayers associations and
police forums. “The residents should also keep
I hope you enjoy this edition of the Arcadian. This trout is
their eyes on the newspapers as we will soon be
swimming!
advertising a meeting to elect
a new Ward Committee.
The ideal would be to
have representation from
Retirement Villages (of
which we have seven in the
ward), Businesses, Arts &
Culture, Churches, Schools,
the CID’s that operated in the
ward, CPF’s and Residents
Associations in the ward.”
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RESIDENTS IN ARCADIA
ARE RECYCLING!
By Recycling Rita
When you drive around Arcadia North of Church Street
on Thursday mornings you will see red, blue and white
bags on the pavement outside at least fifty houses. This
is not because these households have suddenly felt the
need to side with the French by displaying the colours of
the French national flag but because these residents have
joined the FREE recycling programme in Arcadia, run by
a company called Koten. (Residents pay only for the bags.)
The white bags contain glass bottles and tins, the blue
bags contain all manner of paper (magazines, newspapers
and cardboard boxes) and the red bags contain plastics,
including cold-drink, milk and cleaning product bottles
as well as long-life milk containers, juice containers and
polystyrene. If residents do not want to buy coloured bags
that make it easier to dispose of the discarded items, they
are welcome to use black dustbin bags, cardboard boxes
or any other bags as long as they keep to the separation
system described above.
Residents who are recycling should pat themselves on
the back because they are doing their bit in helping to
reduce the tremendous volume of waste that is deposited in
landfills (rubbish dumps). Frans Dekker, Head of Landfill
Management Waste in the Department of Agriculture and
Environment in the City of Tshwane, has provided some
background on the topic:
According to Frans, residents in the City of Tshwane
generate 2.4 mil m³ refuse each year. Many of us probably
cannot grasp this figure, so to make it less abstract, Frans
has suggested we picture Loftus Versveld stadium chocka-bloc full of rubbish. Shudder at the thought of wasted
space that could have been put to better use if it were not
drowned in refuse. These statistics are for one year only. Try
to imagine the area lost in five or ten years’ time!
Imagine Loftus filled with trash

waste could we reduce by recycling with Koten?
What we throw away (domestic waste) accounts for
almost half (45 %) of rubbish collected by the City of
Tshwane. Garden refuse makes up 35% and builders rubble
and industrial waste 20%. Garden refuse is one hundred
per cent recyclable via organic composting. (You can read
more about what you can do regarding compost in the next
Arcadian.) Builder’s rubble and industrial waste is also 80%
recyclable.) This means that we need not watch helplessly
as rubbish accumulates and takes up valuable land.
The good news is that most (80%) of domestic waste can
be recycled, and that is where we are playing an active
role by “sorting at source”, that is separating items at home
and placing in appropriate bags, much of what would have
taken up land, can be recycled and put to good use.
Some (already green) residents have said that they are
pleased that they no longer have to hoard bottles or heaps
of paper to drop off at one of the many recycle points in
Pretoria. Kerbside recycling makes this process so much
easier and at the same time reduces one’s carbon footprint
because one does not have to drive especially to dump
waste. At least three people who do not live in Arcadia
are recycling indirectly through Koten by bringing bags
of waste to a central point (without anyone doing extra
driving) where (very, very green) Arcadian residents pick
these up to leave on the kerb on Thursday mornings!
What to do with items that you cannot put in the coloured
bags for Koten
Some branches of Builders Warehouse and most Pick ’n
Pay outlets have recycling bins for energy-saving lights, ink
cartridges, fluorescent tubes and batteries.
The Arcadian hopes to bring you an easy to use map
identifying waste disposal centres in and around Arcadia
in the next edition of the Arcadian.
PS
In the near future there may be changes concerning pickups. We may have to change pick-ups to every second
week. You will be notified by sms.

Our waste is taken to one of seven landfill sites, the
four biggest of which are in and around Pretoria. A
fleet of 175 vehicles works double shift to collect and
to transport this to the landfills. (The “double shift”
explains why the lorries collect refuse late at night.)
Imagine the savings if we did not put everything we no
longer need in our black wheelie bins. How many loads of

Please do not put your bags with items that can be recycled
out on Wednesdays. Rather wait until Thursday morning
because it has come to our notice that the municipality has
picked up material intended for Koten along with their
weekly pick-ups when they collect late on Wednesday
nights! If it happens that your bags have not been
collected by Thursday evening, please leave them outside,
nonetheless. If the bags are still not collected by Friday,
there is probably some administrative error, and we would
appreciate you contacting KC (contact details below) to
correct this.
In the event of not receiving bags or the pick-up service
failing to collect your bags, please contact:
SMS : 0795011050 / mail : kc@koten.co.za
For more serious problems or issues, contact KC :
0730478375

HANDY TIP : Seal plastic bags with
old bottle caps

Who ever thought of this should get a green medal!
What a great idea – no more twist ties or rubber bands.
This method is water proof and air tight – Great! The guy
who first thought of the idea should be given an award for
originality!
Cut up a disposable water bottle and keep the neck and
top, as in photo. Insert the plastic bag through the neck and
screw the top to seal. The bag is made to be air-tight, such
that water will not leak, the secret lies with the top and screw
cap! This is a great idea for us and the environment too.
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NB Numbers
for Arcadia
Chairperson ARRA
Linda Tyrrell – 082 653 5191
Arcadian Newsletter Editor
Rob Colesky – 083 255 5893 / rcolesky@icon.co.za
ARS Security
012 329 6111 or 086 127 7277
ADT: 0861212500
SAPS Police Stations – 10111
Brooklyn – 012 366 1700
Sunnyside – 012 422 3600
Arcadia dedicated police vehicles
071 675 6372 or 071 675 6373
Metro Police
All Emergencies – 012 358 2111
Dentist: Dr Rita Nel
Practice – 012 346 3588 / Cffice cell – 083 703 9761
Emergencies – 083 265 1167
info@drritanel.co.za rita-nel@mweb.co.za
Tshwane Municipality
Ambulance Services
10177 or 012 358 6300 or 012 358 6400
Disaster Management:
012 358 2225/2280/2255 (office hours)
or 084 570 9695 (After hours)
Electricity
Reconnections: 012 358 8514
Meter readings: 012 358 9999 Option 2 then Option 4
Fax 012 359 6888
E-mail: meterrecords@tshwane.gov.za
Enquiries: 012 358999
Faulty Street lights: 080 1111 556,
012 358 9999 or 012 358 2540/1 all hours,
Or streetlights@tshwane.gov.za
Fire / Rescue emergencies
012 310 6400 / 012 310 6300
Central Fire Station: 012 310 6200
Refuse removal
General Enquiries: 012 358 0557
Bin Problems: 012 358 0554/3 or 012 358 0515
Water or sewerage: 012 358 2111
No water supply / leaking meters / blocked sewers /
Burst pipes: 012 358 2111/9999 / 080 1111 556 (toll-free)
General enquiries: 012 358 8514
Post Office
Arcadia – 012 323 1963
Hatfield – 012 362 7165
Library
Brooklyn Square: 012 358 9672 or 012 358 9673
Potholes
Report potholes to pothole@tshwane.gov.za
Re-cycling
KC: 0730478375 / E-mail: kc@koten.co.za
SPCA: 012 803 5219
Wetnose: 013 932 3941/2
Alternatives: 013 932 3946 or 013 932 3946
E-mail: Wetnose.admin@absamail.co.za

Faulty Streetlights
Faulty and non-functioning Streetlights are a security
risk and must be reported to: streetlights@tshwane.gov.
za. Remember to include the following details on your
e-mail:
· Physical address · Street light pole number
· Detail of the problem · Name of the complainant
· Contact Number of complainant
· E-mail address of the complainant
· Nearest street corner from faulty street light
· Between which streets the street light(s) is located
· Reference number received (if previously reported)
Let’s keep our streetlights working and the criminals in
the dark!

Adieu Madame Hugo

Residents in Arcadia fondly remember Andrée Hugo as
“Madame ‘Ugo”, the elegant woman who, until ill health in
recent years, used to walk her dogs from her home on the
corner of Government and East Avenue. Many will know
that the dropped “h” in her surname and “Madame” instead of
“Mrs” was due to the more than twenty years that she taught
French at the University of Pretoria. Students remember her
as a caring person who had their interests at heart. She was
well-read and well-travelled and enriched the lives of her
students.
Closer friends will know that she was an Italian soccer fan
and at the same time a French rugby fan, yet was known to
switch allegiances when it suited her. At her funeral service
a close friend reported how she shouted “Go! Go!” (in
French) when the Springboks were thrashing the French
at the Parc de Prince in Paris. One understands these
switched allegiances when one knows her background: her

father was a French diplomat, her mother
Italian and her diplomat husband South
African. Those who knew her well claim
that her temperament was dominantly
Italian, but Andrée herself insisted that
she wasn’t Italian but a Roman! (because
she had grown up in Rome) when her
father was posted there. It was in Rome
that she met her South African husband
and accompanied him to wherever he
was posted in the world. Everywhere
they went they collected works of art
and antique furniture. In their home in
Arcadia she graciously hosted dinner
parties where guests remember her
exquisite cooking and baking.
After the death of her husband Willem she regularly

Andreé Fieschi-Hugo: 26/12/1925–31/03/2011
travelled to her other home in Corsica to escape
the South African winter or to visit family.
Andrées death is a loss to our community.

Reducing electricity consumption this winter
by Rob Colesky and Eskom DSM

With winter having come early this year you might
already have noticed the spike in your electricity
consumption. Dragging the heaters out of storage,
switching the lights on earlier and off later, combined
with the added consumption caused by the increased
effort required to warm things up is a normal byproduct of winter.
Daily we are bombarded with messages to
reduce our electricity consumption and whether
your motivation is saving the planet, being a
patriotic South African or simply reducing your
own electricity bill the simple fact is we just can’t
continue to waste electricity.
Ask most of us what we are paying for electricity
and the simple answer is we just don’t have a
clue. Yes, we probably know what our average
monthly electricity account is and I’m pretty sure
the average Arcadia resident’s electricity account
is going to be higher than the declared Eskom
average South African household account of
R1000 per month, but do we know what we
are paying per Kilowatt hour of electricity?
So what are Watts? Very simply, Watts are
the unit by which we measure the energy
released by electricity. Every home appliance
has an electricity rating. This is usually found
on the back of the appliance and tells us
how many Watts that particular appliance
uses in an hour. So, your old 100 Watt
candescent globe uses 100 Watts in an hour.
10 old globes therefore use one thousand
Watts (10 x 100W =1 000 W) which, in
turn equals one Kilowatt (1kW). Now,
if you look at your electricity bill from
the City of Tshwane you can see exactly
how many units you used during the
month, assuming they remembered
to read your meter last month. So, one
unit of electricity is equal to those 10
candescent light bulbs burning for 1
hour or 1 000 Watts used for 1 hour,
or 1 kWh. Suppliers (Eskom or the
Municipalities in most cases) use this
number to determine your costs. So,
again using our 100W light globe as
an example, we can determine that
by multiplying the cost per unit
(for example 100.66 cents (VAT
incl.) in Pretoria) times the power

consumption of the globe and dividing by 1000 we come to
a cost of R1.0066 per hour to burn those 10 globes per hour.
That might not sound like a lot but when you compare it
to an LED of CFL light of 8W, then 100.66 cents x 8W x
10, divided by 1000 = 8.05 cents an hour! Now that’s saving!
Now, getting back to winter and our spike in electricity
consumption to stay warm and well lit, we can immediately
see why our electricity bills spike so easily during winter.
There are however a number of very easy and relatively
inexpensive ways to reduce your electricity consumption.
Eskom reckons the geyser in an average residential
household in South Africa is alone responsible for between
30 and 50% of the electricity consumption. That statement
alone leads to the obvious conclusion that this is the first place
you should look to, to reduce your electricity consumption.
Solar geysers and heat-pumps are undoubtedly options for
reducing consumption but for the purposes of this article
we’ll stick to more affordable solutions.
Eskom calculates that an average 150l geyser consuming
200 liters of water per day can achieve a saving of 122 kwh
(x R.1.066 p/Kwh in Pretoria = R 130 per month) if the
thermostat is turned down from 70 to 60 degrees and the
geyser is switched off between 6am and 9pm. In my own
experience I have found that this is not entirely practical.
Small children need to shower before 7pm in my household
and a cold bath for the wife thereafter has led to a few choice
words that have made me glad the children are already tucked
up in bed. Manually changing the temperature of a geyser is
not always easy and manually switching a geyser on and off
at preset times is not practical but a small timer installed by a
licensed electrician is a reasonably inexpensive way of making
sure your geyser doesn’t run all day and waste electricity.
I’ve gone one step further and installed an intelligent geyser
controller which allows me to set the running times and
temperature of my geyser with ease from a pad mounted in the
bathroom. More importantly it has a manual override button
which allows me to switch the geyser on instantly for those
unforeseen circumstances that necessitate warm water. Should
Eskom implement their proposed peak period tariffs a geyser
timer / controller will easily allow you to adjust your usage
settings to maximize savings and avoid those punitive tariffs.
While the electrician is up in your ceiling ask him to check
that your geyser is not leaking. Most of our homes in Arcadia
are slightly older and a leaking geyser is not only wasting
water but if it’s leaking hot water you’re being punished twice!
Eskom calculates a small drip from a hot water tap, can cost
the average South African consumer up to R340 p.a. if not
fixed.
That brings me to the second easy way to save electricity at
the geyser. If you follow the logic that using less water saves
you the cost of having to heat the water it stands to reason
that a shower is far more
cost efficient than a bath.
Of course, this will not hold
true if we empty the geyser
while showering but the
experts tell us that a 7min
shower is perfectly sufficient
to clean ourselves properly.
I’ve seen shower timers that
set off a little alarm to tell
us we’ve used our 7 minutes
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and although that might be going a little overboard
the logic still holds true that a quick shower will save
electricity over a bath.
Standard showerheads consume an average of 15
liters per minute, not to mention those big fancy shower
roses. Imagine what savings can be achieved by fitting
aerated showerheads that reduce the consumption to just
10 liters per minute. By using an aerated shower head,
setting your geyser to 60ºC and sticking to a 7-minute
power shower, you can save around 35l of water every
time you shower. In a household that takes an average of
three 7-minute showers per day, that’s close to R383.25
per year on your water bill alone. At the current electricity
tariff of R1.0066 per kilo Watt hour (kWh) in Pretoria,
the potential Rand savings on your electric bill can be close
to R1240 per year for not heating 23000 liters of water! I’ve
installed an aerated showerhead, they are inexpensive and
DIY and although I will admit that they are not the best
looking showerheads around and yes, they do make a little
more noise than the traditional showerheads, they are perfect
for the guest shower and could deliver a lot of savings for
a small outlay. Energy and water-saving showerheads deliver
the same shower sensation as conventional showerheads and
unless you already have a problem with low water pressure, your
shower experience will not be affected. Eskom recommends
that the showerhead flow-rate should not be less than 9 liters
per minute to ensure that your shower experience is not
compromised. The minimum pressure on your geyser should
also be more than 1 bar. Another advantage of installing an
aerated showerhead is that you are conserving water.
Lastly there are the obvious things we can all do to keep our
electricity costs down this winter. Carefully consider which
heating medium you are using. The old fan heaters are heavy
electricity consumers, investigate gas heaters, use electric oil
heaters controlled by thermostats or, better yet, pull on a jersey
and use the electric blanket to pre-heat your bed. Close doors!
By leaving doors open the heat dissipates throughout the
house. Open curtains as soon as the sun is shining. It allows
natural, and by natural I mean free, heat into the house and
close the curtains as soon as the sun goes down. Studies have
shown that heat is lost 50% faster through glass windows
than through brick walls. If you don’t have a geyser blanket on
your geyser and roof insulation in your ceiling (another thing
you can ask the electrician to check when he’s in the ceiling)
have them installed. They are relatively cheap and studies have
shown that 50mm insulation around the geyser and pipes can
reduce heat losses by 4.9% of your average electricity bill.
And lastly, what is this easiest way to trim your electricity
consumption in winter? Well, if you are lucky enough to have
a pool, ignore the HTH recommended 12 hour pool pump
running time and reduce this to no more than 2 -3 hours per
day this winter. According to the California Swimming Pool
Industry Energy Conservation Task Force this is all that’s
required provided you are not swimming this winter. Should
water clarity or chemical imbalance indicate inadequate
filtration, immediately operate the filter until acceptable
water clarity has again been established. If additional
filtration is still required, increase the filter operating time in
one-half hour increments until the water remains clear and
properly balanced chemically. What you save on not using
the pool pump might just make up for the increased winter
consumption!

Crime in Arcadia
by Pieter Hansen, General Manager ARS

Vehicle patrols in your neighbourhood
24-hours per day, 7 days per week is a visible
deterrent for would-be criminals. This
is, however, not the only purpose of this
service. The three dedicated patrol officials
to Arcadia constantly observe and gather
information, which enable them to know
the area intimately, probably even more
so than the residents themselves.
One of their responsibilities is
to be on the lookout for strangers
or any suspicious movements or
incidences. Information gathered in
this way is compiled, analysed, and/or
disseminated in an effort to anticipate,
prevent, or monitor criminal activity,
generally referred to as crime
intelligence.
What contribution can residents
make in this regard? A while ago
an Arcadia resident reported
that he felt uncomfortable about

ARS records of Crime Incidences in
Arcadia since November 2011
November 2010
18/11/2010 Burglary: Merton Avenue
December 2010
25/12/2010 Burglary: Blackwood Avenue
28/12/2010 Burglary: Pine Street
29/12/2010 Burglary: Pine Street
30/12/2010 Burglary: East Avenue
31/12/2010 Theft of motor vehicle: East Avenue
January 2011
Burglary: Thomas Avenue: 2011/01/04 (Non-member)
February 2011 – Nil
March 2011 – Nil
April 2011
03/04/2011 Burglary: Blackwood Avenue
05/04/2011 Malicious damage to property: Percy Street (Non-member)
May 2011
10/5/2011 Burglary: Balmoral Avenue
22/5/2011 Burglary: Dumbarton Avenue
23/5/2011 Burglary: Blackwood Avenue
24/5/2011 Burglary: Blackwood Avenue
29/05/2011 Burglary: Balmoral Avenue (Non-member)

people going through his dustbin looking for
objects to vend. Is this crime intelligence? Yes,
most certainly. Firstly, when strangers move
through our neighbourhood they are in a
favourable position to observe our movements
and our premises. We know that criminals
very seldomly commit crime on the spur of the
moment. They plan their activities and make use
of all possible resources to do so. Secondly, spies
will tell you that if you want to know something
about somebody, search his/her dustbin. What
information may be in the dustbin that we
don’t want strangers to know about? Receipts
for valuables purchased; warrantees; brochures;
packaging material; financial statements; etc.
Section 14 of the Bill of Rights also comes
to mind, which stipulates that everyone has the
right to privacy. Does that also include personal
information in my dustbin?
Securing a neighbourhood depends a lot
on the residents’ vigilance. You can contribute
by reporting information to All Inclusive
Residential Security’s (ARS’) control room. Although some
information might appear to be insignificant at the time,

it might assist to link it to other related information that
could lead to meaningful crime intelligence. Much like the
pieces in a jigsaw puzzle.

Gautrain
almost here

by Rob Colesky

PROPERTY TRENDS &
EXPECTATIONS IN ARCADIA
By Adriaan Nortjé – Jana
Reinecke Properties

For the purposes of this
article, only properties
North
of
Church
Street (Lisdogan Park,
Eastwood, Eastclyffe,
Kllberry and Arcadia
(West of Beckett/
North of Church) have
been considered.
Since January 2010
to date, a total of
eleven
residential
properties were sold
(transferred)
in
the area, totaling
R16,245,000,
thus an average
of
R1,476,000
for a property.
Sales
through
bank repos or
auctions have not
been taken into
c on s i d e r a t i on
for this article.
Presently, and to
my knowledge,
there are 12
residential
properties
currently
advertised as
for sale in the
area, totaling

R22,000,315, thus an average asking price of R1,860,000. This
indicates an increase of 26% of the average expected (asking)
price compared to the average achieved price over the past 18
months!
According to most banking and property economists
and the statistics which regularly appear in the media, the
average growth in residential property prices was about 6%
last year and has already slowed down to about 2% for 2011.
Predictions are that the property market will either have a 0%
or even a negative growth for the next 12 months, due to the
expected rising interest rates and higher debt levels. Banks
are also still very strict when considering loan applications of
potential buyers. With this in mind, it seems sellers are still
expecting about 25% too much for their property. Some recent
selling prices achieved compared to the original asking prices
of the following properties are indicative of this trend:
R2,500,000 (R3,000,000) -16%; R1,650,000 (R1,380,000)
-16%; R1,150,000 (R830,000) -28%
It takes on average 4 – 6 months, with about 40 – 60 views
and 3 written offers, before a property is sold! In many cases a
property is “sold” 2 or even 3 times before a successful deal is
accomplished. There are, however exceptions, depending on a
variety of factors, most important of which is a realistic asking
price.
Sellers should note that the longer it takes to sell, the better
the chance of achieving a much lower price than you expect.
Property becomes “stale,” and often has to be let, or sold, at a
below-market price if it is “for sale” for too long. Consider the
advice of your estate agent seriously when you determine the
asking price. Do not expect miracles just because you believe
in them! This is a game of supply and demand, and presently
the supply is much higher! Good luck!
ADRIAAN NORTJé (082 464 2806) is an estate agent
working for Jana Reinecke Properties specialising in the
Arcadia and Old East for the past 6 years. He is also a fully
paid up member of the Arcadia Residents & Ratepayers
Association.
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Although the official opening of the Hatfield line of the
Gautrain has been delayed, from its expected opening date of
28 June 2011, it is believed that Arcadia residents will not have
much longer to wait for the opportunity to ride South Africa’s
latest transport marvel.
Recent press anouncements have also confirmed that the
cost of a one way ticket from Hatfield Station to OR Tambo
Airport, a journey expected to take less than 45 minutes and a
distance of approximately 80kms, will be R 125, while regular
users will qualify for discounts on this fee. The price of a one
way ticket from Hatfield to Sandton has also been set at R 35,
while regular users will again qualify for discounts. In light of
the expected toll tariff, for using the R21 to the Airport or the
N1 to Sandton, these fees are very reasonable for commuters
travelling alone. A further incentive for using Gautrain is that
it is estimated that a commuter travelling alone in their car will
halve their carbon footprint by using the Gautrain.
The cost of parking, as a rail user, at Hatfield station will be as
little as R10 for up to 24 hours, R 60 for up to 2 days, R 110 for
3 days and R 160 for up to 4 days. Non rail users will, naturally,
pay significantly more for their parking.
The good news for Arcadia residents is that the Gautrain
Bus feeder service routes have also been announced and one of
the routes feeding Hatfield Station will run along both Church
and Park streets, through the heart of Arcadia. A rail user will
only pay R6 (provided you use the bus and train within one
hour of each other) while a non rail user will pay R20 (if you
use the bus and then don’t use the train within one hour). Buses
are airconditioned and every second bus will have wheel chair
access ramps. The Buses will run every 12 minutes during peak
periods (05h30 to 08H30 and 16h00 to 19h00 during week
days) and every 20 minutes during non peak periods (08h30 to
16h00 and 19h00 to 20h30 during week days). Unfortunately
no weekend and public hoiliday service is planned at this time.
In order to manage the payment of these fees the Gautrain
consortium are introducing a Gautrain Gold Card which
will cost a once off fee of R10 and is valid for 5 years. Every
Gautrain passenger will be obliged to purchase the Gautrain
Gold Card and have a minimum R20 balance on the card to
make use of any Gautrain service. A simple touching of the
card to a reader at any station or on any bus will allow easy
access to the range of Gautrain services.
The addition of this service to residents of Arcadia is a boon
for our suburb and well worth the inconveniences experienced
during construction of the Gautrain.
For more information on how to use the Gautrain or for
maps for the Gautrain and bus routes visit your nearest
gautrain station, go online to www.gautrain.co.za or call
0800 428 87246.

Urban planning matters

by Adie Vienings

Why do you enjoy living in Arcadia? And what, about Arcadia, has been
worrying you of late?
The above two questions are questions regarding quality of life as provided
by the urban environment of Arcadia. The urban environment consists of
concepts such as urban layout, land use, traffic flows, traffic noise, density
of residential spaces, availability of public spaces, cleanliness or pollution,
architecture, safety and the extent of greening of an area, etc.
Arcadia has been identified by various parties as a special area due to a few
of the above factors. This is proven by the extent to which residents enjoy
the area, are often seen outdoors and show a strong sense of community.
But, life and development is not static. There are an estimated 250
houses above Church Street and 500 stands below Church Street (bordered
by Park Street in the South and Festival and Wessel Streets in the East
and West respectively). There is continual change of ownership of these
estimated 750 stands. And, every now and again, this change of ownership
is accompanied with an application to the municipality to alter the legally
registered land use of a stand. ARRA is proud of the City of Tshwane
who has their ‘Ward Administration’ system working well and, due to this,
ARRA is notified and sent copies of all rezoning applications for comment.
Most rezoning applications will not fundamentally affect an area but
there are other applications that require greater scrutiny and consideration.
One such application that has recently been brought to our attention is that
of “Tiny Town 2”. “Tiny Town 1” is a small group of houses on the north of
Church Street adjacent to the Union Buildings gardens. “Tiny Town II” is
a proposed block of flats between “Tiny Town I” and the Union Buildings
Gardens. Details of the “Tiny Town 2”development can be obtained from
ARRA but in summary it is a block of stepped flats ranging from 2 storeys

along Church Street to 5 or 6 storeys further back on
the site. The concerns raised by ARRA regarding the
proposed “Tiny Town 2” development are that:
the municipality has always adhered to a “singleresidential land use only” north of Church Street and,
by approving this application, has deviated from this
policy thus opening the door for other applications of
non-single residential land use north of Church Street.
Secondly, the building itself is large at 6 storeys. Compared
to the Union Buildings, which is only 3 storeys, a concept
of “architectural respect” for the National Parliament
Building and Seat of Government comes into play.
Thirdly, the size of the individual flat units are small
ranging from only 30m2 to 60m2. These are thus not
executive apartments with low key tenants. This size flat
is looking at a student and lower income market. ARRA
feel this is inappropriate at the foot of a National Heritage
Site. The ascetic risks related to rental tenancy are high
and this in the context of the Department of Public Works
having a mandate to maintain the attractiveness of the
Union Buildings and surrounds.
ARRA are is discussion with all parties (Department of
Public Works, the Provincial Heritage Resources Agency, the
Heritage Consultant for the developer, the City of Tshwane
etc.) regarding the proposed Tiny Town 2 development.
ARRA are also participating in all consultation processes
allowed for by the Heritage Act. We would love to hear your
opinion on the matter. Please email adie@waterconcepts.
co.za and let us know what you think.

So you think you know Arcadia?

Across
3.
7.
8.
10.
11.
14.
15.
16.
19.
20.
24.
25.
27.
28.
29.
32.
33.

2

5

6

3

Based at the FD Mathews Scout Hall at
185 Beckett St, has been running for more
than 85 years. Founded by Lord Baden
Powell the Scout Movement is over 100
years old and has over 10 million members
worldwide. The Arcadia group is currently
at its strongest in years. Approximately 20
scouts and 4 adult scout masters meet on
Friday evenings, between 19:00 and 21:00,
to develop life skills such as leadership,
planning, problem solving, teamwork
and also personal skills such as first aid
and cooking through the mediums of
camping, hiking, pioneering and troop
meetings. Children between the ages
Down
of 10 and 18 are welcome to join. The
1. At one stage this was
Cub pack, for children between the ages
the furthest street
of 6 and 10 does not have any adult
East of town, there
leadership at present and is, as a result,
fore Far East, therenot operating at all. The Arcadia Scout
fore...
Group is calling on any member of the
2. This
country’s
Embassy reportedly
Arcadia community, is willing to assist
goes many floors
in running the Cub pack, on Friday
underground.
evenings between 17;00 and 18:30. No
3. A founder’s street
previous experience is necessary and the
running right through
training required will be provided by
Arcadia.
the movement. For any enquiries or if
4. A middle Eastern
Embassy in Park street.
you are willing to lend your assistance
5. Short street in North
with the Cub group please contact Jac
West Arcadia named
Burger at 084 206 0672
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Solution to appear in the next edition of the Arcadian

by Jac Burger

36. A sunken rose garden in Arcadia was
named in his memory.
37. The boundary street between Arcadia and
Clydesdale.
38. Perambulating in the wild.
39. A famous Rissik, the Transvaal’s first
Administrator and a street in Arcadia.
41. A petrol station in Pretorius street.
43. Popular food store in Eastwood Village.
44. Meulmed, Astrid and Medi are all examples
in Arcadia.
45. An Islamic republic with an Embassy in
Schoeman street.
46. An Embassy in Orient street is down there.
47. A hotel in Arcadia overlooking the Union
Buildings.

According to gardeners winter is a good time to do this to the roses.
The former Russia and nothing to do with Arcadia.
A racket club in Schoeman street.
An Institute in Schoeman street looks into this.
The Indian High Commission building in Schoeman street was built by one of these.
A country sharing colours with Arcadia’s re-cycling bags.
Home of pancakes in Arcadia.
Once a part of South Africa this country’s embassy is now part of Arcadia.
A street running North into the Union Buildings, named after a Chief Justice of the Union.
FIFA World Cup winners with an Embassy in Arcadia.
A street named after Arcadia’s founding father.
An avenue in Arcadia named after T.W. Beckett’s son.
A Church in Eastwood street.
Open Tuesdays to Sundays, 10h00 to 17h00, in Arcadia and home to 3000 works of art.
The surname of our Chairlady,
An abbreviation for the institution operating out of the Union Buildings.
This road was named after the ancestral town of Robert Hamilton.
1

The 10th Arcadia
Scout Group
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after a Bank Manager
that died in Pretoria in
1882.
This street stretches from lower Park to upper Church.
A common tree found in the suburbs of Arcadia.
At one stage over 3000 of these adorned Venning Park.
This Dutch Doctor helpoed to draft “President Kruger’s last message” and now
has a street in Arcadia named after him.
The residential area of Government officials in Arcadia.
Rated one of Arcadia’s biggest problems in the recent ARRA survey.
The organisation responsible for making sure our Municipal elections ran
smoothly.
Close to Femina Clinic, this short street was named after the building contractor
that helped pay for it.
One of Arcadia’s steepest streets and probably named after the trees that grew
here earlier.
Technically in Lisdogan Park this avenue is named after a Scottish castle.
This General’s statue is mounted on a horse in front of the Union Buildings.
A narrow road or street.
This West African country has an Embassy in Government Avenue.
Name of the majestic buildings on Meintjeskop.
The removal of these historic road edgings are a source of great consternation
in Arcadia.
First name of the designer of Arcadia’s most famous national monument.
Nickname of the Arcadia Shepherds Football Club,
A West African country with an Embassy in Park street.
A bridge over the Apies river.

This newsletter is a community effort. Please assist with any articles, photos or letters
that can make our newsletter interesting as well as representative of the broader
interests of the residents. Articles and letters can be sent to rcolesky@icon.co.za.
Please access this site at www.arra.co.za and give us some
feedback and ideas.

471 Church Street

Letters

Hidden behind a secondhand car sale outlet in Church Street East is one of the last
remaining structures of the industrial area of Arcadia.
There were building contractors (Dorlas and de Veer Streets), stone masons (Bailey
Lane) blacksmiths and farriers, coach and wagon builders, bakeries, a saw mill and an
’aerated and mineral water manufacturer’.
Very little is left of our industrial heritage in this area and what is still there is hardly
recognizable. An example is the double volume bakery building of de Loor’s Bread
and Biscuit Factory as shown on their calendar of 1935.

to the Editor

Who was de Loor?
Johannes Hendrikus de Loor was born in Buren, Holland and immigrated to Pretoria
in 1896 and bought the Wilhelmina-bakkery in Blood Street. He moved the bakery
to Potgieter Street and later to the site of the Arcadia Flour Mills of which EPA
Meintjes was the proprietor, and changed the name to de Loor’s Bakkery.
The double volume building on the right still exists. (Calender Bouwmeesterhuisversameling)
De Loor became chairman of the Master Bakers Association in Pretoria. His son,
Barend de Loor, was the late lector of statistics at the Transvaal University College
and professor at UP.
JH de Loor passed away on October 14, 1929 and was laid to rest in the Rebecca
Street Cemetery.
Funeral notice of Johannes Hendrikus de Loor. (Bouwmeester-huisversameling).
To honour this entrepreneur and his achievements a commemoration plaque, the so
called ’blue plaque’ on the site would be commendable.
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